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Course Syllabus

MAT 120 Finite Mathematics

Section #14735

Fall 2004

Sept. 9 – Dec. 21

Center: RF-331
Class: 
Tuesday 3:30-4.45 PM;

 

Thursday 9:30-10.45 AM 

______________________________________________________________________________________

Faculty Name:   
Aliya Nurtaeva, Ph.D.


Email address:  
a.nurtaeva@snhu.edu






      
aliya@inventrace.com
Office Hours: 
Thursday 10:45-11.45 AM

TEXTBOOK and Supplemental Materials

· Mathematical Applications for the Management, Life and Social Sciences, 

7th Edition by Harshbarger/Reynolds. Published by Houghton Mifflin.

ISBN: 0-618-29358-2.

· HM MathSpaceTM Tutorial CD-ROM, ISBN: 0-618-29374-A 

(free with new texts).

· Student Study & Solutions Guide, by Gordon Shilling ISBN 0-618-29370-1 (optional).

· A scientific calculator or graphing calculator that can perform the following   functions: exponentiation, logarithms, probability (factorial, permutations, and combinations). Important keys: ab/c, yx, 10x, log, ln, x!, nPr, nCr.

COURSE Prerequisites: Competency in high school algebra.  Placement in this course depends on your Math SAT I score, high school GPA and/or a mathematics placement examination administered by the mathematics faculty.  
COURSE Description: This course serves to prepare students for other courses in the core curriculum and in their majors and to provide a basis for making decisions after graduation.  Topics include solving equations; modeling with linear, quadratic, exponential and logarithmic functions; the mathematics of finance and probability.  While these topics are prerequisites for more advanced mathematics, they increasingly play a part in quantitatively sophisticated discussions of difficult and controversial public policy issues.

COURSE Objectives: Upon completion of MAT 120 students will be able to:

· Judge whether a result is reasonable.

· Read and interpret graphs.

· Provide a mathematical model for a given situation.

· Provide a solution to selected applied math problems using graphing and algebraic skills.

· Make basic financial judgments by applying the appropriate mathematical formula(s).

· Make judgments when information is presented as either a theoretical or empirical probability.

COURSE Goal: To create an appreciation and an understanding of foundation concepts of mathematics and to promote those mathematical concepts that apply to the business world

COURSE Outline/Timetable


       Chapter

Topic

1 Linear Equations and Functions (1.1-1.3, & 1.6)

2 Quadratic Functions (2.1-2.3)



 5

Exponential and Logarithmic Functions (5.1-5.3)

6

Mathematics of Finance (6.1-6.5)

7 Probability (7.1-7.6)

COURSE Evaluation Criteria: 

Your grade will be determined by the percent of total points earned:

Quizzes: 5 @ 20 pts each


100 points

12.5%

Exams:   4 @ 100 pts each


400 points

50%

Project @ 100 pts



100 points

12.5%

Review Final @ 100 pts


100 points

12.5%


Homeworks at 10 pts each


100 points

12.5%

Total





800 points

100%

GRADING Scale:   To calculate your overall grade, divide your total by 8. 

	PRIVATE
93 - 100
	A
	
	73 - 76
	C

	90 - 92
	A-
	
	70 - 72
	C-

	87 - 89
	B+
	
	67 - 69
	D+

	83 - 86
	B
	
	60 - 66
	D

	80 - 82
	B-
	
	Below 60
	F

	77 - 79
	C+
	
	
	


STATEMENT:  This class is a partnership. We each have our obligations so that maximum learning and understanding takes place. You are expected to have read the relevant material before class. Our in-class discussions will be more interesting and helpful if you have read the text before class. If any time you have a question, comment or suggestion to make that will enhance your understanding and learning, please feel free to talk to me. If you have questions related to your homework and you need my help, please e-mail me at least a day before next class.

HOMEWORKS: Homework problems from the textbook will be assigned every day. The answers can generally be verified in the text. Each homework assignment is due next class, before class begins. We will discuss your homework at the beginning of each class. Doing the homework is the most important way to learn the material and prepare for the tests and quizzes. Do a good job on the textbook homework and take it as seriously as you take the test questions. 

· NOTE:  When completing homework, you must show work. Just copies of the correct answers from the back of the book will not be counted. 

QUIZZES: We will have 8-10 quizzes during the semester. Each quiz will be given during the last 20 minutes of class. Only five the highest quiz grades will be counted. Quizzes may not be made-up. If not present at the time a quiz is given, a grade of 0 will be recorded.

Computer Project:  There will be a graded computer project for the Math of Finance section of the course: analyzing car/house financing. Specific details of this project will be given to you in class. 

TESTS:  You will have four tests during the semester. The dates for the exams are listed in the calendar below.  These exam dates may subject to adjustments depending on the progress in class. You may prepare a one-page outline of notes to use on tests (regular size page). These outlines will be turned in with each test. 

  Test #        
Date 




Tentative Content 
      1


Thursday 9/30


Chapters 1 & 2

      2


Thursday 10/21


Chapter 5

      3


Thursday 11/18


Chapter 6

      4


Thursday 12/16


Chapter 7

Computer Project
Thursday 12/07


Buying a Car/Home

Final Exam

Monday 12/21 3:30 pm

Comprehensive____
Final Exam:
All students are required to take the two-hour comprehensive final exam at the end of the semester. 

ATTENDANCE POLICY:  Students are expected to attend all classes and be on time. One point will be deducted from your course grade for each day’s absence. The student is expected to inform the instructor or the office that attendance is not possible for a missed class.  Please be advised that material missed during an absence is your responsibility. 

Academic Honesty Policy:  Southern New Hampshire University requires all students to adhere to high standards of integrity in their academic work.  Activities such as plagiarism and cheating are not condoned by the university.  Students involved in such activities are subject to serious disciplinary action.  Plagiarism is defined as the use, whether by paraphrase or direct quotation, of the published or unpublished work of another without full and clear acknowledgment.  Cheating includes the giving or receiving of unauthorized assistance on quizzes, examinations or written assignments from any source not approved by the instructor.  For a full definition of academic dishonesty please refer to the undergraduate catalog, graduate catalog or CE bulletin.

ADA/504 Compliance Statement: Southern New Hampshire University is committed to and concerned with meeting the needs of students challenged by physical, emotional and/or learning disabilities.  At the beginning of each term, or as soon as you become aware of a disability, we encourage you to request those accommodations which you need to meet your academic goals.  To ensure that all of your needs are met, the University recommends that you meet with one of the following individuals who will assist you in making contact with appropriate faculty members and support services staff regarding accommodations.

	For questions concerning compliance matters, grievance or legal issues:
  
Jet Goldberg




Coordinator of Counseling Services, Wellness Ctr.
   

603-645-9679 

j.goldberg@snhu.edu
	 For questions concerning support services, documentation guidelines, or general issues:

Hyla Jaffe

Coordinator of Disability Services, Exeter Hall
603-668-2211 x2386         

h.jaffe@snhu.edu


Library Resources Statement: In addition to the intellectual resources available on site and online (http://www.snhu.edu/library.htm), Shapiro Library makes available group and one-on-one instruction in information literacy, enabling students to define and articulate what knowledge-based resources are relevant to their research interests.  Library staff are available to assist students in effectively and efficiently accessing information from credible sources, to compare new knowledge with prior beliefs, and to consider the related ethical, legal, and socio-economic issues that are inherent in scholarly investigation.

Blackboard ™ is the free software that the university uses to enhance learning.  It is available through any web browser (Netscape, Internet Explorer). The use of Blackboard™ is NOT required in this course.
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